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the harbour, where it was blockaded till the high angle shell

fire of the besiegers destroyed it at its anchors.

In the autumn a second Russian fleet left Europe in three
detachments for the Far East. It included some fine battle-
ships just completed and a mixed collection of old and new
ships, some of them hopelessly out of elate. Coaling difficulties
caused long delays in French colonial ports, and while its
vanguard was still in a Madagascar harbour Port Arthur
surrendered on the New Year's Day of 1905.

In February Marshal Oyama with the main Japanese Army
advanced over snow-clad hills and ice-bound rivers to attack
the main Russian Army of General Kuropatkin which held an
elaborately entrenched position about thirty miles south of
Mukden, the old capital of Manchuria. Most of the great
battles of earlier wars had been decided between the sunrise
and sunset of a single day, but this decisive battle of the war in
Manchuria lasted for three weeks (aoth February to xoth March
1905). In this battle of Mukden the Russian entrenched front
had an extent of over seventy miles. Its flanks were turned by
wide sweeping movements on both left and right. There were
days when the Japanese were operating on a front of over a
hundred miles, an immense system of telegraphs and telephone
lines securing the unity of their advance.

Taking the numbers on both sides there were more than
half a million men in action. Kuropatkin narrowly escaped a
catastrophe like, but far greater than, that of Sedan. In the
final phase of the battle, when his main entrenched line had
been lost, he had to retreat through Mukden in an ever narrow-
ing space between the two wings of Oyama's victorious army
closing upon him like a colossal forceps. In killed, wounded,
prisoners,and missing helost half of his army of over 300,ooomen.

The war on land was now utterly lost by Russia. There was
just a very remote chance that when Admiral Rojestvensky's
fleet reached the Far East it might win a battle and cut the
oversea communication with Japan, on which the very existence
of their victorious armies in Manchuria depended.

The Russian admiral hoped to secure a base of operations